
 
 

Use of Cell Phones and Other Portable Electronic Communication Devices 

 

Portable electronic devices, i.e. cell phones and other electronic devices for transmitting information, are 

allowed in the courthouse and courtroom, but both have a number of exceptions and conditions.  Read carefully. 

 

a) Outside the courtroom: 

In areas outside of the courtroom, no one may photograph, record, broadcast, or livestream an individual 

without that individual’s prior, express consent.  This does not apply to media coverage of the court or 

change A.O. No. 1989-1. 

 

Other limitations: 

No use of a portable electronic device is permitted if disruptive to court proceedings or it compromises 

courthouse security.  Judges, clerk of the court, and court administrators have the authority to limit such 

behavior. 

 

Violations of these rules are punishable as Contempt of Court, including up to 93 days jail. 

 

b) In the Courtroom: 

Cell phones and other portable electronic communication devices are allowed in the courtroom but must 

be silenced unless approved by the presiding judge.  Further, these devices may not be used to 

communicate in any way with any courtroom participant including, but not limited to a party, witness, or 

a juror, at any time during any court proceeding. 

 

No photographs or audio or video recording, broadcasting, or livestreaming is allowed unless 

specifically granted by the presiding judge or approved by the judge under media coverage A.O. 1989-1. 

 

Any allowed use by those present in court is subject to termination by the judge if that use is distracting 

or disruptive to the court proceeding or compromises court security. 

 

Violations of this rule: 

If these rules are violated, the judge may confiscate the device for the remainder of the day, or order the 

phone be turned off and put away.  Further, the judge may impose punishment for contempt of court, 

with a sanction of up to 93 days jail. 

 

Effective Date:  July 21, 2020 
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